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Poſt meridiem. 


MAS the onely wiſe God is pleaſed to ex- 
W ercile his people, and carry on his 
& wock in theſe Kingdoms with many 
M ſtrange revolutions of providence, fo 
RW it becomes us according to the variety 
& of his diſpenſation to declare and 
: make known unto the Landthe condi- 
tion of the affairs of his houſe and the deuties which he 
' calls for in regard of the ſame. | 
* © Aﬀterthe foundation ot that unlawfull Engagement 
againſt England, ſo deſtrutive to Religion and the 
Union berwixt the Kingdomes, was laid in the Ifle of 
Wight, by the unhappy and. finfull compliance of the 
Commiſſioners and others of this Kingdom with his 
Majeſties purpoſes and deſires ;'It was carried on and 
—_—_— by a prevailing party of Malignant and diſ- 
affeRed men in the Parliament, notwithſtanding of the 
diſſent and proteſtation of a conſiderablenumber ofthe 
Houſe who had been ſtraight and ative inthe cauſe of 
God from the beginning, and of the free and faithtull 
warnings ofthe ſervants of God, and the ſupplications 
of many Synods, Presbyteries and Shires ro the contra- 
ry; And was violently profeciite unto the great op- 
| preſſion efthe Lords people in their cqnſciences per- 
ſons and eſtates andunto the taking of Blrwick and Car-' 
 lile, and invading the Kingdom of England with a nu- 
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and taking notice of the and Blafpherny of 
Fe adverſary did ſcatter that Army, and bring upon 
them ſo ſhamefull aad roml} an overyh ery be a 
witneſle unto the following generations of his ſore diſ- 
pleaſure againft the breakers of his Covenant and diſ- 


piſers of his word : Wherein we do not defire that” 


any ſhould rejoyce according to the fleſh, but wiſh that 
it may be ſanRified to thoſe on whom it hes fallen rhar- 
they may repent, and unto the lovers of God and his 


cauſe that they may acknowledge his work, and raftin- 


his name for the time ro come. 


A linle before the defear of thoſe Forces in England, 


the well aftc&ed party inthis Land thought « necefla- 
ry, and had reſolved to beftir themſelves upon their 
former principles for the good of Religion and the fate- 
ty ofthe Kingdom, and their own defence and ſafety 
againſt the Tyranny and oppreffion of the Malignant 
partie, who were now wreathing their yoke upon the 
necks of honeft men by a ſecond levy , And-divine 
providence making the centain news of the defear eryft 
with the beginning oftheir morjons, they looked upon 
3t as an inviiation and encouragementfrom the Lord to 
follow their former reſolutions with the greater celeri- 
ty and fpeed : And whilft they were advancing towards 
Edinburgh tor that end, fome who had been/aQive pro» 
moters of the Engagement againſt Enz/and did iſſue out 
Commiffons to claſſed Rebells and Incendiaries to 
rake Arms for acting their former miſchief and craeky, 
and taking themſelves intorhe fields did invite ute 
their help Iriſh Forces under the command of 
George Monro,and ſome other remnants of the _— 
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2zard their lives and fortunes and all that was deare ft 
unto them for carrying on againſt all _—_ what- 
e 


ſoever, thatpious and loyal} ſervice, hatthey and 
many others of this Kingdom dad intend not to live 
and out-live &. Burt afterwards finding ghemieives at 
diſadvantage did move for an- accommadation. vpan 
ſuch rermes 8s were not oncly diſhonoumble and\dan- 
gerous bur finfull and unjuſt, as including arcall appro- 
bation of the Engagemem againſt Englond, and a conti- 
nuing of thefeimplace-and power, who had becn mainly 


_ inſtrumencall in all the preſem evils : Yerrhar it might 


appear how willing thofe with whom they had ro do 
were to hearken to the motions of peace, and to prevent 
the ſhedding of blood, they were coment that of 
both ſides ſhould meerfor compoking of differences in 
8 juſt and fair way ; And the Commitsion ofthe Gene- 
rall Aſſembly alſo reſotvedto ſend ſome of their nam- 
ber to ;exhorrthem to repemtanceand perſwade them 
to Juſt and neceflary overtours of peace, or if they 
ſhould- continue in their wicked way to intimate to 
them that they would be neceſſitzre ro proceed againſb 
them with the ſentence of excommunication. A Trea- 
ty with ceſſation of Arms, during the time thereofbe- 
ing concluded on both todos, nn in-the mean while before 
any mecting, the enemy marched -umo Srirking, and 
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tions of Peace did intertain the motion ofthe Treaty, 


and ſent four of their number unto the place of meeting: 
at Woodſide, with Overtours of disbanding all Forces: 


on both ſides, and referring all things concerning Reli- 
gion unto the Generall Aſſembly and their Commil- 


fioners, and all Civill buſsinefſe unto a lawfull ;and free: 


Parliament. And albeit thoſe things could not but ſa- 
tisfie all unbyaſled men, and that they. who went from 


the Commilsion of Afſembly did freely and faithfully: 
acquit themſelves in all things which they had in: 
charge, yet did they not condifcend or agree to accept: 


of thoſe conditions, And ſome dayes being ſpent in 
fruitlefſe debates, The Committee of Eſtates who were 
then returned unto Edinburgh, conliſting of ſuch per-: 
{ons onely as had diflented from the Engagemenr,con- 
fidering that as yet they had no modelled Army, and 

thar thoſe in Stirling were ſtrengthening themſelves 

unto the railing a new and dangerous warre, did take in 
deliberation what was fit for them. to do in ſuch an exi- 
gent ; And whilſt they were about their reſolutions 
therein, they were informed by letters from the Eng- 
liſþ Forces, that they did reſolve to proſecute the warre: 
uacill their Enemies: were put owt of a conditionob 
| growing 


ſurpriſing. the / Forces: which were'there ( who wers |} 
ſecure uponthe advertiſement of the Treaty ) did kill. I} - 
ſome,and rake others prifoners,and poſſeſle themſelves: - 
ofthe Town and Bridge. and. paſſes there, and left no 
means uneſſayed for ſtrengthening. and increafing of 
their Army by labouring tor a/{upply of Forces from) 
the High-lands, and the Notthern Shires: Yet notwith- 
ſtanding of this hightning} of differences by ſuch a way: 
of dealing, The Noblemen and Gentlemen in Arms: 
for the Covenant, in purſpance of their former reſoluti- 
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growing anto x new Army, and the Garrifons'of - Boy 
-wick.and Carlile were reduced, and that they were ad- 
vanced into.Scorland tor purſuance of thoſe ends; And 
the Committee not finding themſelves in a poſture at 
chat time, and that they could not in Juſtice refuſe- ro 
ſuffer the Engliſhes to purſue thoſe who had invaded 
their Kingdom, ſent ſome of their number unto Berwick 
and Carliletoperſwade the rendering of thoſe Garri- 
ſons, and unto the Engliſh Army to take care that their 
comming into the Kingdome of Scorland might be 
without any prejudice to Religion and as little detri- 
ment tothe Countrey as poſſible : A few dayes there- 
after the Forces ar Stirling accepted of the conditions 
offered unto them by the Committee of Eſtates. | 
It ſhall be needleſſe ro infiſt upon the vindication of 
the rifing of theſe Noblemen and Gentlemen & others 
that rook Arms for the Covenant, the Tyranny of 
thoſe with whom they had co do being inſupportable, 
and ſuch asthreatned ruine and delolation to the Land, 
and rended unto the rending a ſunder of the Union be- 
twixtthe Kingdoms, the overturning of the work of 
God, and the putting of an Arbitrary and unlimited 
power unto the hands of the King, and the ſerting up 
of the Popiſh Prelaticall and Malignant- party , for 
ating all their miſchievous and wicked delignes ; And 
they who took Arms being a conſiderable | of the 
Parliament who had diſſented from and proteſted 
againſt the Engagement, and had been the chic inſtru- 
ments of carrying onthe Lords work from the begin- 
ning, and having aſſiſting unto them many others of 
place and power, and having alſo for them the body of 
the people of the Land, and the Miniſtry and all the 
Judicatories of the Kirk, and being obliged by the Co- 
venant 


venaneo promo ev poomndve this, nftall ices and Trip 
rs gs 9 ety were allo vey, | — i 
in proviag the ſinfulneſle and unlawtulnefle of the En- * 
ragainſt the Kingdom of Engberd, The Gents | 
nll Aflembly having done it {o fallyh fromthe wordraf 
God and from the Covenant, and the Lord: 
graven upon i fo viſible chacactars of hus heavy dab. 
+ ently. onely by giving up moſt of chemſtrumencs- 
her were imployedin it unto rhe luſt ofchear own heag - 
vo commit all fort of wickednefſe with greedineile; But 
alſo by lo ſhamefull and — defeat of that Army,as 
| has few = ot more nlefull im 
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_ ad al his hand lifzed up im in behafot mar 
chat they may learn Rigineonlveſſe, and daſh them- 
ſelves no more againſt the rock of his diſpleaſuze; dy 
continuing to oppoſe his work apd difturbe the. -peare 
of his people.. The Lord hach now forten years paſt 
ſhowen himſeltagainſt chem in atl#keir devices and d& 
lignes; And —_— has —_— 
conceive mikchict, yerehoy have alwaye Yod m_ | 
vanity and brought fo apc the | 
wayes been inar work of Ag 5 w_ 
rheirdeviſes haverempned upon their Or Hegds, yes 
their moſt ſubtjll an{Wmalicious plots have & inaftrange 
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" Wopof dilpenfation from him who is. wonderfull {n 
". coynfell and excellent in working, turnedt9 the advan- 
- tage ofthe Lords cauſe and good of his peoples And if 
they be not wiſe gr laſt. co obſerve and-ſee: theſe things, 
as their way is.delulion [o the end hereot ſhall be þigrer- 
neſſe and death © There could be nothing more fatisty- 
ing te ub, ghen that the ſpirit of Malignancy were bas 
 nilhed from the heazrs ot men, and the name of Maljg- 
= nants buryed never to berevived nor remembred any 
J © mort amongſt us ; And could ſuch be induced to: quite 
their prophane and forma)! way, and to turn unto God; 
weare confident that all the enemity that they have 
againſt his work and his people, ſhould quickly evaniſh 
andthat they ſhould find mercy and comfort; Bug as 
long as they ſtand @ a diſtance with the Lord in regard 
of cheir private condition and carriage, whag wonder is 
—— have no love £0 his cauſe! nar his ſer- 
wants ::Wg wiſhthat God may give them repentance, 
that they viay rggover_themſelves' out of the ſnare of 
Sathan and cometoamendment, : - . * 
. 2, Whatever ſhall be' the frunt of the Lords work 
in theſe, It concerns ſuch who were formerly opprefied 
in their conlſciences perſons and eſtates in chis day of re- 
viving and delivery , to remembertheir wayes and be 
aſhamed gs for all the evil thereof, ſo for the great cut- 
vence and:egurtenance they gave unto ditaffected and > 
Malignant men, and cartied on that wicked Wart has 
has been the cauſe of ſ@ much ſinncand milery unto this 
poore Land. Neither is it to he forgotten that though 
many keep their conſciences pure,and did rather ehgole 
{o ſuffer th Ipoyling of their goods, wad: eo exyole 
themielverto the hazard of all theviolence'and oppret- 
= of we ons caried - the ge nn 
ageinſt God yet nota tew evenadl | 
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well ro the Lords work whether through fear or eat? * 
ly mindednefle gave {0 farre place unto their wrath, «s 


in ſome meaſure ro comply with the evil of their 


courſe, by giving obedience unto their unlawfullcom:- - 


mand, in putting out Horſe and Foot, and advagcing 
moneys for-that end,who albeit they have many things 
to plead for themſelves before men, yet their way hath 
not been ſtraight before the Lord who ſearches rhe 
hearrs and ponders the paithes. 


3. It is high time for thoſe in whoſe hands the Lord 


hath again put the managing of publick affairs from dear 
bought experience to learn, Wiſdome, and avoid the 


rocks upon which they have formerly ſplit, Carnall ' 


counſcll, fooliſh pittie and ſelf intereſt made many of 
theſe not only to ſlack their hands and remit their zeal 
againſt the oppoſers and underminers of the 'Lords 


work, Bur alſo to receivethem unto publick counſells 
and imployments; And it after this way hath been ſo 


much curſed of God unto them , they ſhould again fall 
therein, as the fault will be without excuſe, ſo ir can- 
not but bring ſome ſtrange teſtimony of the Lords dif- 
pleaſure, upon theſe, who, after that he has puniſhed 
them lefle then their iniquities do deſerve, and given 
them-ſuch deliverance do again return to break his 
Commandment by joyning with the people of theſe 
abominations: And therefore wetruſt that ſuch will 
take heed that they be not again deceived , neither by 
the carnall counſell of their own hearts from within, 


nor by the fawnings and flatteries of theſe men from 


without. ; 
 Asthe Malignancie of ſome, and unrighteous deals 
ing and looſe and ſcandalous walking of others in Jus 


dicatories and Armies and places of power and trult it 


the Kingdom , have been a main cauſe of all the evils 
both of Sin and puniſhment under which the Land 
groans; 


: -4 h . s IO 6 
thereunteo, ro 
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endeavour the Reforming 


Judicatories and Armies, by removing from 
hana and ſcandalous perſons,cſpecially thoſe who 


ha Authors, Promoters or Abettors of the In- 
gagement againſt England and of the courſe purſued by 
the forces at Sterling under the command of the Earl of 
Lanerk and George Monro, And that all places of power 
and truſt may be filled with men of known integtir 

and affeion to the Cauſe of God and of a blanded 
and Chriſtian converſation. So ſhall Malignancie, in- 


juſtice,, iniquity, prophaneneſle, and impiety be ſup- 
preſſed and puniſhed, & Religion and righteouſneſſe be 


advanced &the bleſſing ofthe Lord ſhalbe upon all pub- 
lick proceedings, 8 his pleaſure ſhal xs inthe hand 
of publick inſtruments: And though this duty maybeat- 
tended with many v9 EIN it being ſuch as with- 
out it we cannot expe any delivery trom preſent evil, 
or any ftable injoyment either of preſent or future bleſ- 
fings, Wetruſt ix ſhall be ſeriouſly minded -by thoſe 
whom it concerns: Let them deal couragiouſly and the 
Lord ſhall be with the good. 

Albeit the former deſigne of the Malignant party be 
defear, and their power broken in both Kingdoms, yer 
it ſhall be no wiſdom to be ſecure, as though there were” 
no more evil or danger to be apprehended from them, 
who retaining their former principles will no doubr till 
ſtudy ro drive their old defignes: And therefore as it 
would be the care of every one, to avoid their ſnares 
diſcover their ſubtilties , and oppoſe their wayes ; Sort 
concerns thoſe who are in power and authority in a ſpe» 


ciall way to take heed that they do not trouble the - 


peace of the Land: And it doth no lefle concern the 
watchmen of the Lords houſe, both to endeavour to 
keep their People puge, that they be nor A444 with 
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